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Anushirwan ibn Ehalid.    He pressed me to compose others like it, and I complied."
There is no reason to doubt the truth of this adventure. The talent for rhetorical and poetical improvisation which had always distinguished the-Arabs, even in the most barbarous 'times, had been so much exercised by the literary fashions of the age, that it was no uncommon thing to find even ...311 obscure and needy person who could pronounce a khotbah or moral address in rhymed prose; or could versify on a given theme. The Abu'l Path of Hamadani, and the Abu Zayd of Hariri, were not imaginary types, and though we may well suppose that the themes of such strollers were often common-place, and- their style unpolished, yet they served to give more gifted persons the idea of a new form of composition.' It may even be that the Assemblies of Hamadani had inspired, here and there, a poor man of letters with the ambition of playing the part of AbiVl Fath, and that Abu Zayd was one of these. However this may be, it is certain that Hariri's first essay in this kind of writing was received with unbounded applause. The tradition which makes Sheref ad Din Abu IsTasr Aniishirwan al Isfahani the patron of Hariri is probably correct. He was a man of ability and taste, and became in later years "Wazir to the Khalif Mustarshid billah, and to the Sultan Mas'ud. In his Preface Hariri says that the composition of his Assemblies was at the dictation of one whose hint was a command, and to obey whom was a pleasure and advantage. This is generally supposed to refer to Anushirwan, though Ibn Khallikan, in his life of the author, says, that being at Cairo, in the year 656, he had seen a copy of several